



John	 Passmore’s	 short	 book	Hume’s Intentions1	 was	 first	 published	
in	 1952	 with	 successive	 editions	 appearing	 over	 the		 next	 thirty	
years.	In	the	course	of	a	general	enquiry,	Passmore	set	out	the	main	
themes	of	David	Hume’s	philosophy,	considering	Hume,	for	example,	
as	 a	 proponent	 of	 experimental	 reasoning	 in	 the	moral	 sciences,	 as	
methodologist,	positivist,	or	sceptic.	While	Passmore’s	own	intention	
was	 to	 engage	 in	 a	 critical	 examination	 of	 the	 inconsistencies	 of	










Lord	Stewart	Sutherland	provides	a	 lucid	 introduction	 to	 factors	
in	the	cultural	legacy	which	Hume	and	Reid	inherited.	These	factors	
included	 Calvinism	 and	 the	 characteristic	 Scottish	 practice	 of	
reasoning	from	first	principles.	Lord	Sutherland	then	goes	on	to	unfold	
the	 continuing	 relevance	 of	 Hume’s	 ideas	 to	 contemporary	 debate	
concerning	the	family,	education	and	civil	society.
In	his	article,	Professor	Alexander	Broadie	introduces	us	to	Hume’s 
Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion,	 sets	Hume	 in	 his	 context,	











and	 intuition.	 In	 addition,	 he	 examines	 the	 problem	 Hume	 faced	
concerning	the	relation	of	the	two	modes	of	belief	(introspection	and	





of	common	sense.	Professor	Houston	 then	relates	Reid’s	 thought	 to	
the	work	of	Alston,	Wolterstorff	and	Plantinga	and,	more	broadly,	to	
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